
This is why you have to read
the fine print.

The other day I was watch-
ing “Flip This House,” starring
real estate wizard Armando
Montelongo, on the A&E cable
channel.

I know, I need to get a life,
but stick with me.

The whole show isMon-
telongo telling viewers, but
never quite telling them how, it’s
possible to make a fortune by
buying foreclosed houses, fixing
them up for spare change and
selling them for a huge profit.

If you want to know how
Montelongo does it, ah, you
have to attend one of his free
seminars —where you will
“learn Armando’s millionaire
real estate strategies.”

Montelongo claims to be
“America’s most successful real
estate investor.”

Donald Trump, you’re fired.
Montelongo has a whole

bunch of “Flip and Rent Live
Events” scheduled for our area
this week— two in Pearland,
two in Sugar Land and four in
Houston. Just click on www.
armandolive.com and register

Stephen Raphael Marchione
gently picks up a guitar body
and listens intently as he lightly
thumps the spruce wood.

If the wood is too thick, the
pitch will be too high and more
scraping is needed to thin it. If the
wood is too thin, the final product
won’t be structurally sound.

“Your job as an instrument
maker is to find that sweet spot
where it’ll have the right tone,”
Marchione said in his Montrose

workshop.
Marchione, 46, creates beautiful,

one-of-a-kind custom guitars. His
clients include Mark Whitfield,
Paul Simon and Mark Knopfler.

“Designing is an art in and of
itself,” he said. “Then there’s the
execution of the design, the sculpt-
ing of the parts and the application

of the finish — and it still hasn’t
fulfilled its purpose.

“The purpose,” he said, “is for
the musician to take it and make
music on it. The result will be that
somebody will hear that music.
And when I’m that person, it’s
fabulous. It’s awesome.”

Stephen Raphael Marchione works on the rosewood back and sides of a classical guitar. Most of his guitars require several hundred hours to make.
Mayra Beltrán photos / Houston Chronicle

Marchione signs his name on an
almost-finished acoustic electric
guitar.

Creating amasterpiece

By Robert Stanton

Stephen Raphael
Marchione uses a
slow process and
the best materials to
make guitars that
musicians covet

Marchione continues on D2

Marchione shapes the back of a classical guitar.

HoustonTexanOwenDanielsmarriedAngela
Mecca—his girlfriend of three years—over the
weekend in a nontraditional Catholicwedding dot-
tedwith surprises.

Their story started inMay 2010whenMecca
moved toHouston and a friend introduced her to
Daniels.

Mecca, an attorneywith theHarris County
DistrictAttorney’s o!ce, had justmovedhere from
her home state of Kentucky andwentwith a friend
to theBlondes vs. Brunettes charity football game.
That’swhere shemetDaniels, a tight end for the
Texans.

“Owenwas coaching a team, andmy friend kept
tellingme that I needed tomeet this guy. Iwas new
in town, so I decidedwhynot go to the game and
meet this ‘pre-approved’ guy,” saidMecca.

Houston Texan
ties the knot

WEDDING

PROFILE

By Lindsey Love

Texans tight end Owen Daniels and attorney
Angela Mecca married Saturday.

J. Cogliandro Photography

Learn real estate ropes
from the best —maybe

Ho!man continues on D2 Wedding continues on D3

KYRIE
O’CONNOR
Commentary

Dear National Security
Agency,

Rough week, huh? Here in
just a few days you’ve gone
from being an obscure tentacle
of government that almost
nobody knew or cared about
to being known as the Gladys
Kravitz of federal bureaucracy,
everybody’s least-favorite
snoopy neighbor.

Oh, I know. On that taking-
everybody’s-phone-records
thing, I know you say you’re
only looking at “metadata.”
(For the record, that would be
a great name for a dating site.
Way better than OkCupid.)

And you say you’re only
looking at foreign-American
interactions on Google and
Facebook and everywhere else

through the PRISM program.
I share a mortgage with a non-
citizen. Does that mean you’re
looking at the pictures of my
kitten on Facebook? I also post
photos of vegetables frommy
garden. It is not, I swear, a code,
like one if by land, two if by sea.
Sometimes a zucchini is just a
zucchini.

By the way, your director is

named Clapper.Who is your
spokesman, Chia Pet?

Nevertheless, I feel it is my
civic duty to point out that
you’re going about this all the
wrong way. Have you ever even
met a real American?

Here’s the thing: The part
we hate about your snooping is
that it’s all give (our side) and all

Dear NSA: How about a little information trade-o!?

O’Connor continues on D3
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‘The Voice’
1 Television: Four
female contestants
and the Swon

Brothers remain. Music critic Joey
Guerra weighs in at blog.chron.
com/tubular.
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TV TONIGHT M - movie (S) - sports (N) - new programming (P) Premiere (SP) Season Premiere (F) Finale (SF) Season Finale (cc) - closed caption COM - Comcast

06/11/13 COM 5 PM 5:30 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
2 NBC 12 Local 2 News

at 5pm (CC)
NBC Nightly
News (CC)

KPRC Local 2
News (CC)

Ent. Tonight
(CC)

The Voice Two artists are
eliminated. (N) (CC)

America's Got Talent Judges Howie Mandel, Mel B, Heidi Klum,
and Howard Stern continue with auditions. (N) (CC)

Local 2 News
at 10pm (CC)

:35 Tonight Show J. Leno
Jamie Foxx (N)

:35 Late Night
J. Fallon (N)

8 PBS 8 BBC News
America (CC)

Nightly
Business (CC)

PBS NewsHour (CC) Straight No Chaser: Songs of the Decades Join
us for another round with 'Straight No Chaser.'

Moments to Remember My Music Enjoy the music of many great legends from
the late '50s and early '60s pop era. (CC)

Three Steps/ Health Addresses
obesity & chronic disease in A...

11 CBS 11 KHOU 11 (CC) CBS Evening
News (CC)

KHOU 11
News at 6 (CC)

Wheel of
Fortune (CC)

NCIS The team investigates a
teenage girl's abduction. (CC)

NCIS: Los Angeles A widow is
suspicious of her husband's last b...

Brooklyn DA A prosecutor fights to
convict an alleged arsonist. (N)

KHOU 11
News at 10

:35 David Letterman Watch a
performance from the musical 'Matil..

:35
OMG!Insider

13 ABC 13 Live at Five
(CC)

ABC World
News (CC)

13 Eyewitness News (CC) Jimmy Kimmel
Live (N)

(S) NBA
Countdwn

(S) NBA Basketball Final Game 3 Playoffs Miami Heat vs. San Antonio Spurs
From: AT&T Center - San Antonio, Texas (CC) (Live)

13 Eyewitness
News (CC)

:05 Jimmy Kimmel Jimmy Eat
World, Lil Wayne, Chris Messina

14 TBN 14 4:00 Praise the Lord (CC) Way of Master Potter's Touch BehindScenes Enjoying Life Joseph Prince Rod Parsley Praise the Lord (CC) ACLJ Full Flame
20 MyTV 4 House Payne House Payne We There Yet? We There Yet? House Informed Consent (CC) House Lines in the Sand (CC) King-Queens King-Queens Loves Ray Loves Ray 30 Rock (CC) 30 Rock (CC)
22 KLTJ 20 G. Maldonado Creflo Dollar Israel Now John Hagee Rod Parsley Table Talk Marcus and Joni Lamb (CC) Joel Osteen (CC) John Hagee Ken. Copeland Life Today Enjoying Life

26 FOX 9 FOX 26 News (CC) TheSimpsons
(CC)

Big Bang
Theory (CC)

So You Think You Can Dance The best dancers from all five
audition cities compete in the grueling callbacks. (N) (CC)

FOX 26 News (CC) TMZ (CC) Big Bang
Theory (CC)

TheSimpsons
(CC)

Dish Nation
(CC)

39 CW 5 NewsFix (CC) Met Mother Met Mother Hart of Dixie (CC) Next Top Model (CC) NewsFix (CC) Two and Half Two and Half Rules of Eng Rules of Eng
45 Uni. 10 Noticias 45 Noticiero Univ. Corazon Indomable Porque el Amor Manda Amores Verdaderos (CC) Que bonito amor Noticias 45 NoticieroUni Una familia suerte (CC)
47 Tel. 6 Noticiero Noticiero Caso cerrado (CC) Pasion Prohibida La patrona Señor de cielos Al rojo vivo Noticiero La patrona
49 ION 7 Criminal Mind The Fisher King Criminal Mind The Fisher King Part II Criminal Mind P911 (CC) Criminal Mind (CC) Criminal Mind (CC) Flashpoint (CC) Flashpoint (CC)
51 KYAZ 2 Vivir a Destiempo Las Mujeres Demente Al Extremo (CC) Extranormal (CC) (S) Deporte Caliente Noticiero Nacl Prog. pagado
55 KTBU 55 Lo Mejor de Radio Fernando Hidalgo Ahora con Oscar Charytin Bayly Fernando Hidalgo Paparazzi Magazine
57 KUBE 53 Trisha (CC) Funniest Home Videos (CC) Cold Case Files (CC) 'Til Death (CC) 'Til Death (CC) Frasier (CC) Frasier (CC) South Park South Park Excused (CC) Excused (CC)
61 KZJL 3 Que jalada Estudio 2 A que no puedes VIP Teno Talento Noches con Platanito Alarma TV Not. Enrique Secretos Secretos Ho. Prog. pagado Prog. pagado
67 Tf. 15 El Chavo (CC) Maria la del Barrio (S) Fútbol Central (S) FIFA Fútbol Costa Rica vs. Mexico (CC) (Live) (S) FIFA Fútbol Panama vs. United States (CC) (Live)

ABCFAM 32 Pretty Little Liars (CC) Pretty Little Liars (CC) Pretty Little Liars (N) (SP) (CC) Twisted Pilot (N) (P) Twisted Pilot The 700 Club (CC) Fresh Prince Fresh Prince
A&E 23 Storage Wars Storage Wars Storage Wars Storage Wars Storage Wars Storage Wars Storage (N) Storage (N) Ship Wars (N) Ship Wars (N) Shipping Wars Shipping Wars Storage Wars Storage Wars
AMC 57 M Reign of Fire �� ('02) Christian Bale. (CC) M The Mummy Returns �� ('01) Brendan Fraser. A 3,000-year-old mummy is resurrected. (CC) M The Mummy Returns �� ('01) Brendan Fraser. (CC)
ANPL 42 River Monsters Riv Monsters: Unhook River Monsters (CC) NorthAmerica (CC) NorthAmerica (CC) River Monsters (CC) NorthAmerica (CC)
BBC 226 Top Gear Africa Part 1 (CC) Top Gear Africa Part 2 (CC) BangTheory BangTheory BaTheory (N) BaTheory (N) :20 Bang Goes the Theory (N) BangTheory BangTheory BangTheory :40 BaTheory
BET 46 106 & Park (N) M Beauty Shop �� ('05) Alicia Silverstone, Queen Latifah. (CC) M Deliver Us From Eva �� ('02, Com/Dra) Essence Atkins, Gabrielle Union. (CC) :05 Wendy Williams Show
BRAVO 65 Don't Be Tardy Don't Be Tardy The Real Housewives (CC) Housewives/NewJersey Housewives/NewJersey Tardy... (N) The Real Housewives (CC) Don't Be Tardy Housewives/NewJersey
COM 59 :55 SouthPk :25 Tosh.O :55 Colbert Daily Show A.Schumer Tosh.O (CC) Tosh.O (CC) Tosh.O Tosh.O A.Schumer (N) Daily Show (N) Colbert (N) Tosh.O (CC) A.Schumer
CSNH 39 (S) Yahoo! SportsTalk (CC) (S) SportsNet Central (CC) (S) Sp.Report (S) U.S. Open (S) Pre-game (S) MLB Baseball Houston Astros vs. Seattle Mariners - Seattle, Wash. (CC) (Live)
DISC 29 Deadly Catch (CC) Deadly Catch (CC) Deadly Catch (CC) Deadly Catch (CC) Backyard Oil Backyard Oil Deadly Catch (CC) Backyard Oil Backyard Oil
DISN 41 Good Luck ... Jessie (CC) Good Luck ... Austin and Ally Good Luck ... Austin and Ally Jessie (CC) A.N.T. Farm Shake Up (CC) Gravity Falls Good Luck ... Jessie (CC) Good Luck ... Good Luck ...
E! 44 3:30 M He's Just Not That I... E! News (CC) THS The Kardashians (CC) Fashion Police Fashion Police Chelsea Lately E! News (CC) Chelsea Lately
ENC 400 Movie M Dracula: Dead and Loving It �� ('95) (CC) M Blazing Saddles ���� ('74) (CC) :40 M Spaceballs ��� ('87) (CC) :20 M The Patriot ��� ('00) Heath Ledger, Mel Gibson. (CC)
ESPN 33 (S) SportsCent. (CC) (S) FIFA Soccer World Cup Qualifier Costa Rica vs. Mexico (CC) (Live) (S) FIFA Soccer Panama vs. United States (CC) (Live) (S) SportsCent. (CC)
ESPN2 34 (S) Horn (N) (S) Interrupt (N) (S) SportsNat. (S) SportsCent. (CC) Coaches Lombardi's Legacy (S) Baseball Tonight (Live) (S) SportsCent. (CC) (S) Baseball Tonight (Live)
FOOD 52 Chopped (CC) Chopped The Big Scoop (CC) Chopped Own It! (CC) Chopped Take Heart (CC) Chopped Cleaver Fever (N) Chopped Easy Peasy? (CC) Chopped Take Heart (CC)
FSN 37 4:30 (S) H.S. Softball (CC) (S) Spurs (S) Pre-game (S) MLB Baseball Cleveland Indians vs. Texas Rangers - Arlington, Texas (CC) (Live) (S) Rangers (S) Spurs Live Postgame (Live) (S) SportsDay
FX 31 Met Mother Met Mother Two and Half Two and Half M Superman Returns ��� ('06) Parker Posey, Kevin Spacey. Superman comes face to face with Lex Luthor. (CC) M Superman Returns ��� ('06) (CC)
HALL 24 Little House Prairie Little House Prairie (CC) Little House Prairie (CC) Frasier (CC) Frasier (CC) Frasier (CC) Frasier (CC) Frasier (CC) Frasier (CC) Golden Girls Golden Girls
HBO 444 4:30 M Purple Violets ��� ('07) (CC) Bill Maher (CC) M Dark Shadows �� ('12) Michelle Pfeiffer, Johnny Depp. (CC) Family Tree Game of Thrones Mhysa (CC) :05 Vice (CC) :35 Veep (CC)
HGTV 47 Renovation (CC) House Hunters House Hunters Property (N) Property (N) Flip or Flop Flip or Flop House Hunters House (N) RenovateRent Renovate (N) Flip or Flop Flip or Flop
HIST 58 Modern Marvels (CC) Pawn Stars Pawn Stars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Restoration Restore (N) Only in America (CC) Counting Cars
LIFE 40 Wife Swap Brown/Holland (CC) Pretty Wicked Moms (CC) Dance Moms Dance Moms (N) (CC) Pretty Wicked Moms (N) (CC) Pretty Wicked Moms (CC) Dance Moms
MAX 420 4:45 M The Chronicles of Riddick ��� ('04) Vin Diesel. (CC) M The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel ('11) Judi Dench. (CC) :05 M Alien vs. Predator �� ('04) (CC) :45 Banshee The Rave (CC) :40 Jump Off
MTV 30 Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Awkward The Alectrix Awkward (CC) Awkward (CC) Teen Wolf (CC)
NGEO 335 Taboo USA Secret Passions Devil's Playground (CC) Polygamy, U.S.A. Polygamy, U.S.A. (N) Taboo USA Strange Bonds (N) Polygamy, U.S.A. Polygamy, U.S.A.
NICK 43 SpongeBob SpongeBob Sam & Cat Drake & Josh Full House Full House Full House Full House The Nanny The Nanny Friends (CC) :35 Friends :05 Friends :40 Friends
OWN 66 Haves and Have Nots (CC) Haves and Have Nots Haves and Have Nots Haves and Have Nots (N) Haves and Have Nots Haves and Have Nots Haves and Have Nots
OXY 327 Bad Girls All Star B Bad Girls All Star B Bad Girls All Star B (N) (P) Bad Girls All Star B Having Their Baby (CC) M Catwoman �� ('04, Action) Benjamin Bratt, Halle Berry. (CC)
SHO 474 4:45 M I Don't Know How S... :15 M Liberal Arts ('12) Elizabeth Olsen, Josh Radnor. (CC) M 360 (2011, Romance) Jude Law, Rachel Weisz. (CC) Nurse Jackie The Borgias (CC) Movie
SPIKE 48 Ink Master Tattoo Night. Tattoo Night. Tattoo Night. Tattoo Night. Tattoo Night. Tattoo Night. Tattoo (N) Tattoo Night. Never Do This Never Do This Tattoo Night. Tattoo Night.
STARZ 410 Movie :25 M Premium Rush ��� ('12) (CC) Magic City (CC) Magic City Feeding Frenzy (CC) Magic City (CC) M The Amazing Spider-Man ��� ('12) Andrew Garfield. (CC)
SUND 398 M Slumdog Millionaire ��� ('08) Anil Kapoor, Dev Patel. (CC) M The Good Girl �� ('02) Jennifer Aniston. (CC) M Great Expectations ��� ('98) Ethan Hawke. (CC) M Public Sex: A Love Story
SYFY 60 Scare Tactics Scare Tactics Exit Are You Ready to Play? Total Blackout Total Blackout Blackout (N) Total Blackout Exit Don't Shred on Me (N) Total Blackout Total Blackout Exit Don't Shred on Me
TBS 51 King-Queens Seinfeld (CC) Seinfeld (CC) Seinfeld (CC) The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang The Big Bang WhoLast (N) (SF) The Big Bang Conan Dale Earnhardt Jr (N) Last Laugh? Conan (CC)
TCM 169 4:30 M The Hitch-Hiker ��� M Hollywood My Hometown... M Baby Face ��� ('33) (CC) M Female �� :45 M His Girl Friday ���� ('40) Cary Grant. (CC) Movie
TLC 63 Toddlers & Tiaras (CC) Family S.O.S./ Frost (CC) The Little Couple Family S.O.S./ Frost (N) My Teen's Pregnant (N) Family S.O.S./ Frost My Teen's Pregnant
TMC 488 4:30 M The Scarlet Letter �� ('95) Demi Moore. (CC) M Dr. T and the Women �� ('00) Richard Gere. (CC) :05 Chicago Inside the Windy City (CC) M Elegy ��� (CC)
TNT 36 Castle Head Case (CC) Castle Kick the Ballistics (CC) Castle Eye of the Beholder (CC) Castle Demons (CC) Castle Cops and Robbers (CC) Rizzoli & Isles (CC) The Mentalist (CC)
TOON 22 Regular Show Regular Show Johnny (N) TeenTita (N) Looney Tunes AdventureTime King of Hill King of Hill American D. American D. FamilyGuy FamilyGuy RobotChicken AquaTeen/Squid
TRAV 62 Bizarre Foods Syria (CC) Man v. Food Man v. Food Busy Border Crossing (N) (CC) Airport 24/7 Airport 24/7 Extreme Parking (N) (CC) Off Limits (N) Off Limits (N) Airport 24/7 Airport 24/7
TVLAND 346 :25 M*A*S*H (CC) M*A*S*H M*A*S*H The Exes Loves Ray Loves Ray Loves Ray Loves Ray Loves Ray King-Queens :35 Queens :10 Queens :50 Queens
USA 21 Law & Order: S.V.U. (CC) Law & Order: S.V.U. (CC) Law & Order: S.V.U. (CC) Law & Order: S.V.U. (CC) Law & Order: S.V.U. Sugar (CC) CSI: Crime Scene (CC) CSI: Crime Scene (CC)
WE 117 Charmed Charmed Again (CC) Charmed (CC) Pregnant and Dating Secrets Pregnant and Dating Parties Marriage Boot Camp Marriage Boot Camp Bridezillas (CC)
WGN 54 Funniest Home Videos (CC) Funniest Home Videos (CC) (S) MLB Baseball Cincinnati Reds vs. Chicago Cubs From: Wrigley Field - Chicago, Ill. (CC) (Live) WGN News Home Videos Rules of Eng Rules of Eng

STAR How to find us: Melissa Aguilar, Senior Editor, melissa.aguilar@chron.com | Phone: 713-362-7100
@MelissaAguilar Houston Chronicle Life & Entertainment

Early fascination
Marchione was born

in Boston and grew up
in Houston, where his
parents taught school.
During the summers, the
family often visited rela-
tives in NewYork City,
Italy and Boston.

His interest in guitar-
making began at age 7 in
Bergamo, Italy.

“I used to see the
workshop of a string
instrument maker and
thought it would an
interesting thing to do,”
he said. “While it wasn’t a
complete ‘ah-ha’ moment,
for a kid that age it was
definitely an eye-opener.

“I thought, he’s actually
got a store, and he makes
guitars and violins every
day,” Marchione said. “I
thought that was pretty
cool, and it stuck with
me.”

While attending youth
summer camps in the
Texas Hill Country, he
honed his woodworking
skills by carving bird-
houses, keepsake boxes
and walking sticks.

As Houston’s music
scene exploded in the
1980s, Marchione learned
to play guitar with help
from Eric Avinger, one
of the city’s hottest jazz

guitarists.
“When I started study-

ing with him, I laughingly
said that my life was ru-
ined,” Marchione said. “It
was all guitar after that.
He had all the beautiful
girlfriends, he wore the
designer clothes, and he
played up at the original
Cody’s (nightclub) on
Montrose Boulevard.”

Avinger’s best friend
was guitar maker Steve
Smith, who built custom
guitars.

“He (Smith) built very
beautiful hand-made
guitars, maybe two or
three a year,” saidMar-
chione, who had joined
the University of Houston
Jazz Ensemble on guitar.
“Eric had one that I was
just totally in love with, so
I ordered one.

“It transformedmy
ability as a guitarist,” he
said. “That was really
transcendent because I
realized that having that
guitar not only improved
my tone, but I could actu-
ally play better.”

After three years at the
University of Houston,
and delving deeper into
jazz at Naropa Univer-
sity in Boulder, Colo.,
Marchione moved to
NewYork and landed a
job with Pensa-Suhr, a
company that produced

handmade electric guitars
for rock musicians.

In his spare time,
Marchione made acoustic
guitars andmandolins at
home.

“All these famous pros
would come in, everybody
fromAlbert Collins to
B.B. King and Pat Meth-
eny— you name it, they
went into that store,” he
said. “I got to make gui-
tars for some of them, and
to top that o!, I got to talk
about guitars and watch
them play. That was an
education that money
can’t buy.”

In 1993, Marchione
founded his own guitar
studio inManhattan, pro-
ducing about one guitar a
month and doing repairs.
He returned to Houston
in 2002 and opened a
studio here.

In his immaculate
shop surrounded by band
saws, jointers, shapers,
sanders and planers, he
and his assistant produce
archtop jazz and classical
guitars, as well as electric
guitars for customers
around the world. At any
given time, at least 30
guitars are in progress.

Most models require
a few hundred hours of
work over six to eight
months.

Marchione prefers

flamed Europeanmaple
for the backs and sides of
his guitars and violins.
“Its beauty, radiance and
depth of figure is abso-
lutely captivating,” he
said. “It is a wonderful
and very musical tone-
wood.’

His handmade guitars
range in price from $6,500
for an electric guitar to
$40,000 for certain arch-
top guitar models. There’s
always a waiting list.

Paul Kogut, a NewYork

jazz guitarist and com-
poser, owns threeMar-
chione guitars, including
a 15-inch archtop.

“His guitars are special
because it’s a combination
of the craftsmanship, and
thematerials are top-
notch,” he said. “Andhe’s
studied thewhole tradition
of guitar building, even go-
ing back to studying violin
techniques, drawing on
centuries of knowledge.”

Guitarist andHouston
nativeMikeMoreno, popu-

lar on the national jazz
scene, is another fan.

“It’s thewoodhe uses,”
saidMoreno, an alumni
of theHigh School for the
Performing andVisual
Arts. “Everything is hand-
crafted.Nothing ismade by
machine.He handpicks all
of thewood, gets the best
materials, and everything
is painstakingly done. It
fits sowell, and the guitar
is in unisonwith itself.
Every part of the guitar fits
like a glove.”

Jazz virtuosoWhitfield
agreed.

“He has the unique
ability to create an instru-
ment that bonds immedi-
atelywith an artist,” said
Whitfield,whohas played
hisMarchione guitar on
gigswith Sting, Chaka
Khan, JohnMayer, Diana
Krall andChris Botti. “His
guitars feel like a living,
breathing extension ofmy
inner voice.”

Inmanyways,Marchio-
ne said,making a guitar is
like performing a spectacu-
lar jazz solo.

“It’s all the little things
done right at just the
perfectmoment,” he said.
“It’s taking it to another
level; that’s howyou create
amasterpiece.”

for your free tickets. Not
only that, you’ll get a free
DVD and audio CD— a
$500 value!

I watched the whole
show on A&E and was
walking upstairs to my
computer to register for
my free tickets … when I
saw the tiny fine print at
the end.

“Armando is unable to
attend all events andmay
not attend the event for
which you register.”

Whoa! Montelongo
may not be there! I may
get an Armando imitator?

A guest host? A second
banana? An understudy?
A seat-filler? A Beatles
tribute band? TomKoch
filling in for DaveWard?

Uh-oh, I’m smelling a
sales pitch. Please let me
get out of there without
buying a timeshare in
downtownAbbottabad.

Now I’mworried. I’m
going to see Jimmy Buf-
fett perform at the grand
opening of theMargari-
taville Resort Casino in
Bossier City on July 3. I
haven’t read the fine print
on the back onmy tickets.

I hope Jimmy Bu!ett is
able to attend the event.

Then I’m shooting up
to Coney Island for the
Hot Dog Eating Contest
on July 4. I hope hot dogs
are able to attend the
event.

Today’s trivia
What do these historic

figures have in common
—Moses, Jesus Christ,
Christopher Columbus,
Joan of Arc, Napoleon,
Clara Barton, Teddy
Roosevelt, Albert Einstein
andMartin Luther King?

Can’t wait
John Fogerty at the

CynthiaWoodsMitchell

Pavilion. It’s reserved
seating only — no lawn
— and tickets go on sale
Friday at www.livenation.
com.

Where’s my shop
steward?

Last week, purely for
professional reasons
(what I do for you read-
ers), I tried the newGlazed
Doughnut Breakfast
Sandwich at Dunkin’
Donuts, which has four
locations (and counting)
in theHouston area. The
sandwich has a peppered
fried egg and bacon on a
glazed doughnut that’s

sliced in half — as though
it were a biscuit or crois-
sant or Englishmu"n.

But it isn’t — it’s a
glazed doughnut. This is
for people whowant to
be normal … and have a
normal breakfast … but
just can’t bring themselves
to be normal. The Glazed
Doughnut Breakfast
Sandwich has 360 calories
and 20 fat grams.

Dunkin’ has awinner
here. First, and I hate to
admit this, it’s the best of
bothworlds … it tastes
really good. AndDunkin’
gets a lot of publicity
without having to intro-

duce any new products or
buy any new equipment.
Dunkin’ alreadymakes
bacon and egg sandwich-
es, and they seem to have
plenty of glazed dough-
nuts in the back case.

Trivia answer
They’re included in the

rapid fire, 109-image open-
ing of the “Big Bang The-
ory” sitcom. Others are:
Balboa, AbrahamLincoln
andGeorgeWashington.
The rest of the images are
historic events, artifacts or
scientific discoveries.

ken.ho!man@chron.com

Hoffman: Doughnut breakfast sandwich gets thumbs-up
Ho!man from page D1

Marchionemakes guitars for notedmusicians
Marchione from page D1

robert.stanton@chron.com
twitter.com/bobby_stanton

Stephen Raphael Marchione hand picks all the wood
he uses to make guitars.

Mayra Beltrán / Houston Chronicle
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STAR

JOKES ON US
I had amnesia once —

or twice.
Jackie Vaughan

LOOKING
BACK

1776: The Continental
Congress formed a com-
mittee to draft a Declara-
tion of Independence
calling for freedom from
Britain.

BIRTHDAYS
Rockmusician Frank

Beard (ZZ Top) is 64. Ac-
tor Shia LaBeouf is 27.

Two years later, their
first-date spot— Ibiza—
was the perfect setting for
the proposal. In a private
roomfilledwithwhite ros-
es and Sinatra cooing in the
background, the football
star dropped to his knee
and “completely surprised”
hiswife-to-bewith a round
solitaire ring fromZadok
Jewelers. (Owenpicked the
ring all by himself.)

And the rest, as the ex-
pression goes, is the story
to tell the grandkids.

With awedding that
needed to take place during
the o!-season, the self-con-
fessed “least stereotypical
bride” planned the event
that took place at theCorin-
thian on Saturday.

Wearing awhite, silk
strapless lace appliqué
dresswith a tulle and
horsehair skirt and a
cathedral-length veil, both
byMonique Lhuillier from
Casa deNovia, the bride co-
ordinated her “something
new”Christian Louboutin
Swarovski heelswith a
“something borrowed”
pearl necklaceworn byher
mother and sister on their
wedding days.

“Shopping formywed-
ding dresswas not a great
experience because I really
did not knowwhat Iwant-
ed.My fatherwanted to
comewithmewhenCasa
deNoviawas having their
Monique Lhuillier trunk

show, sowhen Iwalked
out in the gown andhe
started crying, I knew this
was the dress.”

TheGrecian-draped
bridesmaid dresseswere
also designed byMonique
Lhuillier.

When it came to décor,
the goalwas to create a
modern ambience that
reflected the couple’s
no-fuss style.Wedding
plannerEmilyMoisewith
Keely ThorneEventsmixed
shades of graywith touches
ofmetallic gold and silver
to accent the primarily
white-themed venue. Floral
arrangements byEvents
in Bloom featuredwhite
peonies and roses, and
theAntheneumCreative
invitationswere done in
navy ink.

After a romantic vaca-
tion inCabo SanLucas,
the couple decided to add
a tequila tasting, featuring
Don Julio 70 pairedwith
cinnamon-rimmed glasses
and orange slices. Other
unique reception elements
were aVeuveClicquot
champagne lounge in the
ladies room, an ongoing
video compiled fromwed-
ding celebration footage
and a red velvet, Nutella-
iced groom’s cake designed
afterOwen’sAir Jordon II
RetroConcord sneakers.

Mecca had one final
surprise for her husband
before saying adieu to their
guests: a 1967 LincolnConti-
nental. Daniels had admired
the car that belonged to her
father, so the bride had the
classic fully restored as a
wedding present.

The couplewill honey-
moon in a secret location
—Daniels planned the trip
as a surprise for hiswife—
andwill reside inHouston.

lindsey.love@chron.com

Wedding
had a
modern
ambience
Wedding from page D1

take (your side).
Americans are more

than willing to give away
their personal informa-
tion, trust me. Then just
want a little sumpin’-
sumpin’ for it. Anybody
with a Kroger card or a
Spec’s key or membership
in any one of a thousand
di!erent a"nity pro-
grams has already made
that trade-o!.

We are, after all, a
nation of Esaus, more
than willing to sell o! our
birthright for a mess of
pottage.

You want to get your
federal nose up in my
business? How about
o!ering me some little tax

credit for it? A free night
at a national park?

Make this program
voluntary and you’ll have
all but about 32 people
give up their info. And
of those 32 people, a lot
of themwill have the last
name Paul. The rest are
your problem children,
right there.

The argument that we
shouldn’t worry about
you peeping at our digits
if we’re not doing any-
thing bad is just plain
wrong. I swear I’m not
trying to sneak an extra
scoop of Blue Bell Home-
made Vanilla onto my hot
apple pie, but that doesn’t
mean I want you stand-
ing outside my kitchen
windowwith a pair of

binoculars, either. It’s just
creepy.

We used to believe that
privacy, while not strictly
embedded in the Fourth
and Fifth Amendments,
was nevertheless implicit
among our rights.

Here is what Supreme
Court Justice Louis
Brandeis wrote in his
dissent in the case of
Olmstead v. United States,
a wiretapping case, in
1928:

“The makers of our
Constitution undertook
to secure conditions
favorable to the
pursuit of happiness.
They recognized the
significance of man’s
spiritual nature, of
his feelings and of his

intellect. They knew that
only a part of the pain,
pleasure and satisfactions
of life are to be found
in material things.
They sought to protect
Americans in their
beliefs, their thoughts,
their emotions and
their sensations. They
conferred, as against the
government, the right to
be let alone — the most
comprehensive of rights
and the right most valued
by civilized men.”

And if I no longer have
the presumption of that
right, can I at least have a
coupon?

Your friend,
Kyrie

kyrie.oconnor@chron.com

O’Connor: Americans will share info
O’Connor from page D1
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This box was really safe

Widow of drug abuser fears for brother

Dear Heloise:
I decided to clean out

my safety-deposit box,
and when I went to get
the key, I couldn’t find
it! It’s been a few years
since I had been to my
safety-deposit box. It cost
me $150 to have the box
rekeyed! The sad part
is, there really wasn’t
anything important in the
box!

Gable in New York City

Ohmy, yikes and ouch!
A little “lost” key can
cause havoc and cost mu-
cho!When you have time,

go through
all the keys
in your
household.
Keys that
don’t belong
to anything

you have anymore (or you
aren’t sure about) can be
put on the “old keys” ring
or recycled.

It’s also a good idea to
keep a copy of everything
you have in your safety-
deposit box andmake
sure to visit at least once
a year to go through the
items. Make a “what’s in
the box” list to keep at

home or give to a trusted
relative.

Be sure to stay current
paying rental fees, and if
youmove, notify the bank
with a change of address.

The freezer also is
a “safe” place to keep
important papers. Use a
sturdy, plastic zip bag and
label clearly.

Heloise

Dear Abby:
My husband died from

a drug overdose, and I
am a widow at 32. He was
a goodman before the
drugs, but he wouldn’t
stop and I was helpless to
intervene. I am now rais-
ing our two sons alone.

My problem is my
brother is headed down
the same road, and I don’t
know how to help him. I
don’t have the money to
send him to rehab, and
he doesn’t think he has a
problem.

I don’t want to turn
my back on him or lose
him the way I lost my
husband. I know he needs
rehab or therapy, but
with the lack of funds I
don’t knowwhere to turn.
Furthermore, how do I
explain this to my 9- and
10-year-old sons? The
most influential man in
their life is setting a ter-
rible example.

Can’t Turn Away
FromMy Brother

Dear Can’t Turn Away:
If seeing your husband

die from an overdose
wasn’t enough to con-

vince your
brother it
was time to
get into a
substance
abuse
program,

then nothing you can do
will. There are two things
that are more important
in your life than he is, and
those are your two sons.
A narcotics addict de-
stroying his life is a very
poor role model.

Your brother is the
only person who can help
himself get back on his
feet, no matter howmuch
youmight wish it were
otherwise.

Dear Abby:
I don’t understand

divorced women and the
restrictions they put on
their exes about what they
can and can’t do with their
children. Instead, they
should be grateful these
fathers are active parts of
their children’s lives.

Remember, ladies, you
made a baby with him.
He is their dad and he has
every right to parent as he
sees fit, even if it di!ers
from your own philoso-
phy. And dads, don’t let
your ex try to tell you that
you are a bad parent. It
is not your fault. Things
like that happen all the

time, even to kids whose
parents are still together.
So stand up for your right
to be a real dad!

Unsympathetic Mom
in Pennsylvania

Dear Mom:
If I were you, I’d keep

my head down and not get
caught in the crossfire. It’s
not that you lack sym-
pathy, but you obviously
don’t relate to the women
you hear complain.

HINTS FROMHELOISE

DEAR ABBY

HELOISE

ABBY

PUZZLES & ADVICE

www.DearAbby.com
Dear Abby
P.O. Box 69440
Los Angeles, CA 90069
Universal Press Syndicate

Heloise@Heloise.com
Heloise
P.O. Box 795000
San Antonio,
TX 78279-5000
King Features Syndicate
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